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Doug Bates is the Vice-President of Federal Relations for the Northwestern Mutual Life 
Insurance Company and based in Washington DC. He chairs of the Board of the Tax Council 
Policy Institute and serves on the Board of Directors of The Tax Council. Prior to joining 
Northwestern Mutual, Doug served for over 12 years as tax lobbyist of the American Council of 
Life Insurers specializing in federal legislative and regulatory issues relating to the tax treatment 
of life insurance companies and life insurance products, including annuities and long-term care 
insurance.  Before joining the ACLI in 1989, Mr. Bates staffed tax policy initiatives for The 
Business Roundtable and The Tax Foundation, and served as tax staff for Rep. Bill Gradison on 
the House Ways and Means Committee.  He is a graduate of Kenyon College and Indiana 
University Graduate School of Economics.   


